* The Propitious Pagoda *
statuettes of all those persons who in the past had at-
tained to the final illumination, each shown in one of
the seven postures, such as that one which takes away
fear or bestows the peace. Together with the shapes of
those persons, twenty-eight in number, were represen-
tations of the chief disciples in characteristic poses.
Carried after these were silver statuettes, eighteen inches
high, of the fifty-one kings of the Pagan dynasty, each
seated upon a throne, and of Narathihapate himself and
his queens. In addition, there were two figures repre-
senting his two sons, the Prome-Min and the Bassein-
Min, now boys in their teens.

At a point further down the procession came the
White Elephant, housed in a rich caparison over-
wrought with jewels. The creature was full grown, had
a smug expression and seemed in perfect health. It
passed at a soft and easy pace. On its back was a cabinet,
shaped like a pointed shrine, in which was placed a
gold reliquary studded with rubies, emeralds and pearls.
This contained relics of the Blessed One, which at one
time or another had been procured from Ceylon.

Behind the White Elephant came the court. Every-
one walked, as if they were a body of primitive dis-
ciples. This made the occasion more animated, for the
ladies could show off their clothes to better advantage.
Towards the end of the line there was a good deal of
talk and laughter. But Veluvati, whom Queen Saw had
taken back onto her staff after her escapade with Thare-
pyissapate, was in one of her tearful moods.

*I can see the illusion of it all/ she said.

When they reached the pagoda the usual ceremony
of enshrining the relics was conducted. In the relic-
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